EXALTED

A A A A A A A A A A R A A A A A A A AR

THE COMPLETE WRITINGS OF

TOBIAS CRISP
VOLUME 1



Commendations of Tobias Crisp's Sermons

"Antinomianism was the term applied to the teaching of Dr. Tobias Crisp. He had
been an Arminian, but became an ardent Calvinist . .. He was a man of strong faith,
ardent zeal, holy life, and great devotion and faithfulness in his ministerial work. He
was called an Antinomian, but the term was misapplied."

CHARLES H. SPURGEON

The Sword & The Trowel. (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1887)

Pages 123-124.

"I look on Dr. Crisp, as by no means an Antinomian, but as a deeply convinced and
holy divine, pressing after gospel light."

JOHN BROWN of Haddington

Memoirs of the Life of the Late Rev. James Hervey, A. M. (London, 1822)

Page 31.

"Do not harbor any fear, Madam, concerning the propriety of your sending Dr. Crisp’s
sermons to Mr. K__. They are the very discourses which he wants. Especially, if he is
inclined to distress of conscience, on account of his spiritual state. | know not any
treatises more proper, or more excellently calculated, to administer solid consolation.
They are, under the divine influence, one of my first counselors, and principle
comforters. They often drop manna and balm upon my fainting and sickly graces.
The LORD JESUS CHRIST grant that your Ladyship may experience the soul-
cheering, conscience-healing, heart-reviving power of these precious doctrines.
Doctor Crisp has, as you justly observe, some expressions, which seem to contradict
positive commands or peremptory assertions of Scripture. But these expressions,
when examined and explained, will generally be found to coincide with the truth that
is in JESUS. They are not contrary to the pure Word of the Gospel, but, to our
preconceived ideas. We have not been accustomed to the joyful sound of grace and
salvation — infinitely rich grace, and perfectly free salvation — therefore they are a
strange language to our ears."

JAMES HERVEY

Letters to the Right Honorable Lady Francis Shirley. (London, 1782)

Letter 43, Page 221.

"No man under heaven could more fully have expressed himself than Dr. Crisp has
done, in some of the very sermons to which the [John Gill] notes are subjoined,
concerning the moral law as a rule of conduct both for sinners and saints. And if this
were his creed . . . How can he be chargeable with Antinomianism? It is pretty well
known, and deserves to be repeated, that Dr. Crisp wanted not, in his day, the
testimonies of men of the greatest figure in learning and religion, to his character and
usefulness; particularly the famous Dr. William Twisse, Prolocutor to the Assembly of
Divines, who expressed that he had read Dr. Crisp’s Sermons, and could give 'no
reason' why they were opposed, but because so many were converted by his
preaching; and, said he, so few by ours."

JOHN RIPPON

A Brief Memoir of the Life & Writings of John Gill. (London: J. Bennett, 1838)

Pages 66-67.



"Tobias Crisp’s sermons are a reservoir for the spiritual nourishment of Christ’s
people."

JAMES HERVEY

Collection of Letters appended to John Ryland’s - The Character of the Rev. James
Hervey, A. M. (London, 1791)

Letter 7, Page 14.

"It will not be easy to find in the whole of the English language, among the best
evangelical and practical writers, any sermons, which, for solidity of matter, precision
of ideas, and 'the circumnavigation of the subject,’ equal, not to say excel, the
substance of Dr. Crisp's four Discourses, in one hundred pages, entitled, Free Grace
the Teacher of Good Works. These should be read before Dr. Crisp is called an
Antinomian. But if they are read and understood, and this opprobrious term is yet
applied to their author, the charge of Antinomian may then be brought — but in 'the
day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, it will righteously apply,
not to Dr. Crisp, but to the man who has audacity enough to sin against the law of
God and man, by bearing FALSE witness against his neighbor.' If this had not been
Dr. Gill's full conviction respecting Dr. Crisp, he never would have written explanatory
notes on some paragraphs of his Sermons, and commendatory notes on others."
JOHN RIPPON

A Brief Memoir of the Life & Writings of John Gill. (London: J. Bennett, 1838)

Pages 69-70.

"If I had only one hundred pounds in the world, and Dr. Crisp’s book could not be
procured for less than fifty, | would give that sum rather than be without it; | have
found more satisfaction in it, than in all the books in the world, except the Bible."
THOMAS COLE

Principal, St. Mary’s Hall, Oxford.

"Memoir of the Life of Tobias Crisp."

Christ Alone Exalted. 7th Edition.

(London: John Bennett, 1832) Page vii.
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THE EDITOR TO THE READER.

Tue following Sermons were preached near a hundred and
twenty years ago; which will account for the stile and manner
in which they were composed and delivered by the worthy
Author of them: they were all published after his death, being
taken from him, whilst preaching them, in short-hand-writing,
and compared with his notes, or taken from them. And as they
were not desgned nor prepared for the press by the Author,
they, no doubt, appeared with less accuracy than otherwise they
would, had they been revised by him; who, very probably,
would have left out some things delivered from the pulpit, at
least have altered the phraseology and diction, if not some
passages that needed explanation, and have been since matter of
controversy, and for which reason, they must now be continued.
Forty-two of these discourses were published quickly after the
death of the author, in the years 1643, 44, 46, in three volumes
12mo., with recommendatory prefaces by Mr. Robert Lancaster,
Mr. George Cockayn, and Mr. Henry Pinnel. In 1690, a new
edition of these Sermons was printed with an ‘addition of ten
more taken from the Author’s notes, by his son Samuel Crisp,
Esq.; this edition is in quarto, and is very incorrect, as well as
imperfect, and occasioned a warm controversy among some
worthy good men about some points herein advanced; on
account of which the learned Witsius, professor of divinity at
Utrecht, a writer often mentioned in the following notes, wrote
an Irenicum, worthy to be read by both parties. The repub-
lication of these discourses is mnot designed to revive the



v ' THE EDITOR TO THE READER.

controversy ; and the Editor flatters himself that he has, by his
notes, explained such phrases and expressions as have been
objected to, and set them in such a light as to prevent any
captious person that might be inclined to engage in such work
from doing it. In short, the sole view in republishing these
excellent Sermons, which were wanted, being scarce and not
easy to come at, is the same with the pious Author’s in preach-
ing them; namely, the relief of distressed minds and consciences
burdened with a sense of sin, and seeking for deliverance from
it; for which these discourses are most admirably calculated, as
has been expérienced by thousands of souls; and it may be
hoped under a divine blessing, that this will be the case of every
one that reads them with such a view; and for which purpose,
they are sincerely and heartily recommended by

THE EDITOR.
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"It will not be easy to find in the whole of the English language, among
the best evangelical and practical writers, any sermons, which, for
solidity of matter, precision of ideas, and 'the circumnavigation of the
subject,' equal, not to say excel, the substance of Dr. Crisp's four
Discourses, in one hundred pages, entitled, Free Grace the Teacher of
Good Works. These should be read before Dr. Crisp is called an
Antinomian. But if they are read and understood, and this opprobrious
term is yet applied to their author, the charge of Antinomian may then
be brought — but in 'the day when God shall judge the secrets of men
by Jesus Christ, it will righteously apply, not to Dr. Crisp, but to the man
who has audacity enough to sin against the law of God and man, by
bearing FALSE witness against his neighbor." If this had not been Dr.
Gill’s full conviction respecting Dr. Crisp, he never would have written
explanatory notes on some paragraphs of his Sermons, and
commendatory notes on others."

JOHN RIPPON
A Brief Memoir of the Life & Writings of John Gill.
(London: J. Bennett, 1838) Pages 69-70.

"If I had only one hundred pounds in the world, and Dr. Crisp’s book
could not be procured for less than fifty, | would give that sum rather
than be without it; | have found more satisfaction in it, than in all the
books in the world, except the Bible."

THOMAS COLE

Principal, St. Mary’s Hall, Oxford.
"Memoir of the Life of Tobias Crisp."
Christ Alone Exalted. 7th Edition.
(London: John Bennett, 1832) Page vii.
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